
      Bellingen EYE welcomes you to the begin-

ning of our Junior EYE program for 2010, kick-

starting with òjEYEventureó - our amazing 

òIntroduction to Bushó camp, on 14-16 May. 

With a focus on nature awareness skills, fun in 

the bush, and meeting wonderful new friends, 

the jEYEventure camp is open to anyone in 

Years 7 or 8 who has an interest in our  

environment, and wants to have fun.  

         Led by inspirational environmental educators 

and eight Senior EYE camp leaders, participants 

will enjoy a beautiful weekend at Mt. Hyland 

Wilderness Retreat learning bush skills, playing 

games, getting dirty, and eating delicious food . 

A weekend filled with campfires, like-minded 

people, mud, and hanging in the bushé. jEYE 

venture 2010 is certainly not to be missed! 

Bellingen EYE  (Environmental Youth Experience) is a group of inspired youth from the Bellingen Shire who have a passion for the environ-

ment and want to conserve its health and beauty. We provide adventurous and enlightening nature and leadership camps for local high school 

aged youth. We also carry out projects and environmental campaigns, and take part in environmental happenings in our community. We aim to 

strengthen the connections between youth and our environment, while empowering youth to create a stronger voice within our community. 

Any youth can become a member of Bellingen EYE  from high school age onwards. For a Membership Fee of $5 you receive a 

Bellingen EYE badge and access to Bellingen EYE activities throughout the year.  

For more information on Bellingen EYE membership, camps, meetings and campaigns check out our 

website www.bellingeneye.com, e -mail info@bellingeneye.com or phone 0423 362 844 .  
 

Join jEYE -Venture 2010 
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...that Australians  

currently use 4 billion plastic 

bags every year? This means 

over 10 million new bags 

are used every dayñwhich 

means that we each use on 

average 200 bags a year. 
 

...that only 3% of plastic bags 

get recycled? 36% of plastic 

bags get thrown away di-

rectly, 60% of plastic bags 

get reused before being 

thrown away, and 0.8% end 

up immediately as litter. 

...that 6 million tonnes of 

rubbish is dumped into the 

oceans every year? 80% of 

that rubbish is plastic, and a 

further 10% of that is plastic 

bags. 

(from www.cleanup.org.au) 

The JEYEventure: Intro to Bush Camp is to be 

held over May 14-16, at Mt. Hyland Wilderness 

Retreat. The cost is $145. Scholarships are available. 

 

There are still spots available!  

To register: 

1) E-mail your name & details to 

info@bellingeneye.com OR ring 0423 362 844 and 

leave a message with your name & details. 

2) We will e-mail/ring you back to let you know if you 

have a place. If you donõt hear anything, please e-mail 

or ring again! 

3) If you have a place, you will receive a registration 

form to fill out. Registration forms need to be in and 

payment finalised by Friday, 7 May. 

You can get registration forms and more  

information  at www.bellingeneye.com.  

Connect  

Keeping an EYE on Taronga Zoo!  
 EYE is spreading itõs wings...and meeting lots of 

animals on the way. On April 14, nine Bellingen EYE 

delegates arrived for a three day visit at Taronga 

Zoo in Sydney, as the result of an invitation from the 

Zooõs Education Officer. The goal is to form a  part-

nership between 2 groups of like minded youth living 

in 2 very different places, in order to share knowl-

edge, skills, and their passion for the planet. 

  The EYE delegates had the amazing opportu-

nity to meet and work with the YATZ (Youth At 

The Zoo) Volunteers that take part in a zoo-based 

youth program every holidays.  They were lucky 

enough to sleep at the zoo (in the same room as a 

crocodileñin a tank of course), experience unique 

behind the scenes tours and workshops, as well as 

get to know and exchange ideas with the twelve 

YATZ members who participated in the program 

with them. 

 On the second day of the visit, the Taronga  

 Eco-Fair attracted 250 young people . EYE member 

Caitlin Sherrey-Dadd gave a presentation about the 

story of EYE and the role of youth in environmental 

activism, and EYE mentor Andrew Turbill gave a pres-

entation about Climate Change.ñ to over 250 youth!  

 Exciting plans for developing the EYE-YATZ 

partnership  include inviting YATZ members up to 

participate in an EYE camp, and  running another EYE 

program at the zoo towards the end of the year. Roar! 

 

 

Camo at jEYEventure 

09! 
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òPlastic 

Bags kill 

over 

100,00 

marine 

animals a 

yearó 

- Society of 

Marine 

Conservation 

Relaxing on the sand  

No PlasticñFantastic!  

 Campaign Update  

Dates for your Diary!  

Senior EYE takes to the beachéé. 
     35 Senior EYE members connected with the 

beauty of our coastline at EYEõs first Senior Survival 

camp of the year held in March at Scottõs Head. 

Learning a combination of ancient, practical and  

modern survival techniques, participants were in-

volved in a weekend filled with workshops on  

tracking,  orienteering, knot-tying and basket making 

out of natural materials.   

     We learnt the latest climate change data with a 

focus on sea level rise from environmental educator 

and EYE mentor Andrew Turbill, and about  

traditional bush tucker and the indigenous coastal 

way of life from Mark Flanders, NPWS Indigenous 

Discovery Ranger. 

     With an incredible morning sit spot on the beach 

from 5.30am to welcome the autumn equinox, and 

multiple swims in the  lovely clean ocean, EYE was 

able to connect to an element of nature  that had not 

yet been explored in previous survival camps.  

     The weekend culminated in a ripper of a       

group challenge which incorporated compass 

work, blindfolds, team strategy, lots of running and 

chocolate, that was quoted by an EYE member as 

òthe best one yet.ó  

Meetings  

Meetings are from 5pm at the Bellingen 

Environment Centre unless otherwise 

indicated. 

-May 12 Cafe Revolutionaries at the 

Gelato Bar from 5-6 

-May 19 LeG Meeting 

-May 24 EYE Advisory Group  

Meeting 5.30-7pm at the BEC 

-June 2 General EYE Meeting 

-June 9 LeG Meeting 

-June 16 Cafe Revolutionaries, Gelato 

Bar from 5-6  

- June 30 General EYE Meeting 

Landcare/EYE Working 

Bees 

- Sunday 23 May 

- Sunday 27 June 

9am ð12am with a yummy 

morning tea provided. Wear 

closed shoes and a hat (and 

clothes, if you want) Check 

the EYE website for location 

and wet weather plans.  

Landcare is a great way to 

be physically environmen-

tally active, make a visible 

difference in our community 

and get your hands dirty! 

the copious amounts we use. 

The IGA will be supporting us 

by having a òPlastic Bag Free 

Dayó - vegetable starch based 

shopping bags will be available 

for 20 cents (cost price) or 

customers can take one of the 

boxes that are always avail-

able. Anyone bringing their 

own shopping bags will go into 

a draw for a $100 shopping 

voucher!  

    Come along to the  

Bellingen Energy Festival 

on Saturday, 5 June , for the 

official launch of the campaign. 

     In an incident of divine intervention, coincidence 

or sheer luck , the first ever copy of the EYE news-

letter landed directly in the hands of our Federal 

Environment Minister, Peter Garrett. Bellingen EYE 

Co-ordinator Lisa Siegel was walking back from Mid 

Coast Printers with the first colour copy of the 

newsletter when she literally ran into Mr Garrett in 

the streets of Bellingen and in an act of spontaneity 

was able to hand him it to him, while gushing about 

Bellingen EYE. A few weeks later, we received a 

letter from Mr Garrett stating that he was very 

òimpressedó with our òinitiatives to provide envi-

ronmental education and engage young peopleó .  

We have responded by letting him know that he is 

welcome anytime at one of our EYE campsñhow 

easy would it be to camouflage Peter Garrett for 

one of our bush challenges???? 

    The òNo Plasticñ

Fantastic!ó Plastic Bag Free 

Bellingen campaign is well 

underway, with Bellingen 

Shire Council coming on 

board as a major sponsor! The 

Bellingen Chamber of  

Commerce and the Wilder-

ness Society are supporters as 

well . 

    Saturday, May 8 brings 

Bellingenõs first òPlastic Bag 

Awareness Dayó, on the 

street outside the IGA, to 

raise awareness of our  

reliance on plastic bags and 

E Y E 

Camps/Bushwalks  

- May 14-16  òjEYEventureó Camp at 

Mt. Hyland  

-August 6 ð8 òEarthConnectó Senior 

Arts in Nature  Camp at Mt. Hyland 

- Sept 24-26  òJunior WildEYEó 

Camp for youth Years 7-8 

Exciting Events!  

-Sat May 8 Plastic Bag Awareness 

Day 8am-3pm @ IGA 

-Sat June 5 New Energy Festival 

8.30am-3.30pm @ Bello Showground. 

-Sat June 19 Senior EYE Bushwalk up 

McGraths Hump. 

EYE Newsletter goes 

straight to Peter and the Feds 

Tear me off if you wish 


